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Being in a relationship with someone from a different culture can be great if you dont try to
convert the other person away from the way they were brought up.  If they do it of their own
free will, thats fine but dont try to get them to be like you.  Use the best parts of both your
cultures.  Youre different but equal.  Respect your partners differences.  Learn some of his
culture, religion and language.  Disregard societal hang-ups.  Practice both cultures in the
home.    If we were to get rid of all our preconceived notions about how we ought to treat
interfaith and interracial couples and just got along with our lives as pure beings as is without
the covering that is race or religion, wed get along a lot better than obsessing over it.  The fact
is that people with spiritual values and people who share the same spiritual views are generally
happier as a couple than are other couples.  Shared spirituality is one thing but spirituality with
two people from different faiths may be a problem especially if one or both are zealots.    If
youre like this, a zealot, do yourself a favor and marry someone of your own faith.  The
bottom line is that a couple who believes in something greater than themselves will often have
a more stable relationship than secular couples.  You might think that in the modern civilized
world, mixed marriages are fine but prejudice is alive and well albeit mostly hidden from
public view so know that if you fall in love with somebody of another race or religion, you
might get prejudice from society at large.   The most immediate problem is relatives and close
friends, generally the older the person the more close-minded they are to the interracial or
interfaith marriage but this rule is not laid in stone.    Some old folks are pretty cool and
conversely some young people are pretty closeminded about their brother or sister marrying
someone of another race.  The best solution is to go talk to them face to face to let them see the
real flesh and blood you.    The bottom line with family and friends is that when you marry, all
allegiances fall by the wayside to the allegiance to your spouse.  Respect them but if they try
to stand between you and your spouse and try to make you feel guilty, drop them.  When you
marry, your spouse becomes your main priority.  Other than that, make sure youre doing it for
love not just for the novelty of being with someone of another race, for the rebelliousness of it
nor for the shock value, to shock your fuddy duddy parents by using your new beau to get
back at them for being so narrow-minded while they were raising you.    One white guy
married a Hispanic lower class girl because he wanted a more Down-to-Earth lifestyle but
quickly found out she hated her upbringing, wanted to move up into a white, suburban type
existence so they were both left resentful of each other.    Some guys marry exotic girls
because of fantasies they have, some girls marry tall dark guys because of fantasies they have
but dont realize these are real live human beings with major cultural differences among them,
sometimes too major to make for a good longterm relationship.   On some level, we all live on
stereotypes.  We think all black guys are studs while Asian women are humble and sexy.  If
you marry someone because of a stereotypical idea you have, you could be in trouble.  All
Jewish guys are spozed to be rich, Asian guys loyal providers but if you dont match this
stereotype to your partner who expected it, the relationship is screwed.  You might think
filipino girls are exotic but then when you meet a couple in real life, they might be just like
any other westernized, capitalist girl around.  People of one group may dislike the opposite sex
people in their group like the black guy I saw on TV who said he couldnt stand black women
because they talked too loud and too much or the Chinese chick who said all Chinese guys
were skinny nerds.
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