Don Juan - The Original Classic Edition

Don Juan is a satiric poem by Lord Byron,
based on the legend of Don Juan, which
Byron reverses, portraying Juan not as a
womanizer but as someone easily seduced
by women. It is a variation on the epic
form. Byron himself called it an Epic
Satire. Modern critics generally consider it
Byrons masterpiece, with a total of over
sixteen thousand individual lines of verse.
Byron completed 16 cantos, leaving an
unfinished 17th canto before his death in
1824. Byron claimed he had no ideas in his
mind as to what would happen in
subsequent cantos as he wrote his work.
When the first two cantos were published
anonymously in 1819, the poem was
criticized for its immoral content, though it
was also immensely popular.
Byrons
exuberant masterpiece tells of the
adventures of Don Juan, beginning with his
illicit love affair at the age of sixteen in his
native Spain and his subsequent exile to
Italy. Following a dramatic shipwreck, his
exploits take him to Greece, where he is
sold as a slave, and to Russia, where he
becomes a favourite of the Empress
Catherine who sends him on to England.
Written entirely in ottava rima stanza form,
Byrons Don Juan blends high drama with
earthy humour, outrageous satire of his
contemporaries (in particular Wordsworth
and Southey) and sharp mockery of
Western societies, with England coming
under particular attack. This is a high
quality book of the original classic edition.
This is a freshly published edition of this
culturally important work, which is now, at
last, again available to you.
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